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legal recognition to the fact and to protect
other local groups or sub-committees from
being overridden by the largest among the
groups or by the community as a whole, the
creation of a rigid constitution offers a valu-
able means of securing these objects.5*
All these conditions are present in India.
The constitution of India will therefore have
to be a detailed document clearly defining the
scope, the functions and the powers of each
body and of each institution created there-
under. The defects incidental to such a con-
stitution are many and important. For one
thing, it involves extreme legalism, because the
provision for a judicial decision of constitu-
tional issues gives to a Supreme Court an
effective veto and vague revisionary powers.
A written constitution is necessarily rigid.
Being incapable of expansion, it arrests de-
velopment and entails forcible change in the
constitutional laws instead of alteration by
gradual evolution.
The constitution of the United States, which
has been the model of most written constitutions,
fully illustrates these weaknesses. A detailed
* Bryce: Studies in History and Jurisprudence. Essay on
Centripetal and Centrifugal Forces, p. 220.